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Science for

Policy (S4P) 

concept

• The development of policy advice based on 

research.

• Linking policy and research is not an easy 

task. Researchers and policymakers operate 

in different worlds, often speak different 

languages and have very different 

timetables.

• Their relationship requires more contact, 

cooperation and co-creation: science and 

policy separation prevents us from solving 

complex problems. 

• Terminology: „Science for Policy“, 

„Evidence-based Policy Making“, „Evidence-

informed Policy Making“



The role 

of S4P in

Europe

Science for Policy in Europe plays a crucial role in 
shaping effective governance and addressing 
societal challenges. 

Here are some key points highlighting its significance:

 Informed Decision-Making;

 Addressing Grand Challenges;

 Public Trust and Engagement;

 Sustainable Development;

 Crisis Management;

 Cross-Border Collaboration;

 Innovation and Economic Growth.

S4P is vital for creating effective, sustainable, and 
inclusive solutions in Europe, directly impacting 
various sectors, from health and environment to 
economy and education.
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What way to choose?



Status quo 

and major 

challenges

Scheme adapted from the JRC(2023) [unpublished]. 

Building capacity for evidence-informed 

policymaking in governance and public 

administration in a post-pandemic Europe. 

Diagnostic report: Lithuania. [Project in 

progress]

Conference 

of Directors 

of 

Lithuanian 

Colleges
Academic 

associations 

(usually 

based on 

discipline)

S4P actors

Lithuanian 

University 

Rectors‘ 

Conference

Conference 

of 

Directors 

of 

Lithuanian 

State 

Research 

Institutes



2004

Funding source: NextGenerationEU Plan for Lithuania 

(RRF)

Duration: 2023–2026 (4 years)

Budget: 3 million EUR

Objective: 15 established positions in each 

sectoral ministry and the Office of the Government

Coordinating institution: Research Council of 

Lithuania

Goal: The project aims to create a Science and 

Innovation Adviser position in ministries and 

Government Office. Also create a network, which 

shape science based decision making culture in the 

public sector and to strength cooperation between

science and public sector.

Individual

work in

institution
14 ministries and 

Government Office

Network 

collaboration
15 advisers + 

supervisor

Pilot project: Science and Innovation 

Advisers at the Sectoral Ministries and 
the Office of the Government



2004

the network is fully formed 

in April 2024
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Jackson, R. (2021). https://rebeccajlj.com/2021/07/25/thoughts-about-the-scientist-practitioner-model-in-

an-organisational-context/



Differences of the 

life-style (scientists 

versus practitioners)



Four Evidence Informed Policy making 

strategies

Ozochukwu et al. 

(2016). 

https://globalizationan

dhealth.biomedcentral.c

om/articles/10.1186/s12

992-016-0209-1
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Previous

collaboration

examples (1)

Creation of anti-corruption
environment in municipalities.

Preconditions: requirement of the
law.

Coordinators – municipal
administrations (Šiauliai City, 
Šiauliai District, Radviliškis 
District, etc.)

Methods: separate surveys of 
citizens and administration, 
documents content analysis.

Outcomes: report, recommendations.

Challenges: access to participants, 
report presentation, financial
issues, time limits.



Previous collaboration examples

(2)
The project “E-leadership in municipal administrations: the

post-pandemic analysis (E-LEADER)“. The project of the

Baltic-German University Liaison Office is supported by the

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) with funds from the

Foreign Office of the Federal Republic Germany. 

Coordinator – Vilnius University.

Methods: literature analysis, focus groups.

Outcomes: report, public lecture, video for social media, 

scientific presentations and articles. 

Challenges: to get access to participants – leaders and

employees of municipal administrations, to convince them to 

take a part in it, to organize time/place, dissemination

(involvement of targeted group).
https://youtu.be/hQtk8ZUs7Ng?si=CiP5Yzp2GTSqPQ3b

https://youtu.be/hQtk8ZUs7Ng?si=CiP5Yzp2GTSqPQ3b
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Future of 

S4P

Roles of governmental bodies

• Users of scientific knowledge
(projects, recommendations)

• Customers of applied research
topics

• Participants of scientific
research

• Partners in Europe Horizon
projects

• ...
Roles of scientists

• Evidence providers
• Consultants, members of working
groups

• Consultants
• ...



Content

 Lithuanian presentation

 S4P concept and the role in EU 

policy

 Creation of Lithuanian S4P ecosystem

 The gap between scientists and

practitioners (governmental bodies)

 Collaboration examples from Lithuania

 The Future of S4P

 Discussion

 RENET network



Discussion

From the point of view of 
scientist: 

• Do researchers feel the need to 
work on topics of national 
interest?

• How are institutes or 
universities responding to the 
public demand?

• Motivation system, encouraging
researchers to serve the needs 
of society and the public 
sector? 

• How can we ensure continuity 
and sustainability of ecosystem
under conditions of 
uncerntainty?



Thank

you!

Dr Vita Juknevičienė
Science and Innovation Advisor in the 
Ministry of Interior 
Research Council of Lithuania
E-mail: vita.jukneviciene@lmt.lt

Salomėja Vanagienė
Head of the Network of Science and 
Innovation Advisors
Research Council of Lithuania
E-mail: salomeja.vanagiene@lmt.lt
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About
RENET

• RESEARCHERS' 
EXCELLENCE 
NETWORK (RENET)

• The international 
network was iniciated
in the end of 2015 
by Šiauliai
University and now it 
is coordinated 
by Šiauliai Academy of 
Vilnius University, 
Lithuania.



RENET aim

• The aim of the Network is to consolidate the research capacity 
which could help to develop scientific excellence of researchers 
and would enable to collaborate across disciplines and 
institutions at local, national and international levels.

• The joint activities of the network has two main functions:
1) Joint thematic networking discussions (seminars, lectures, 
conferences, pre-conferences, doctoral seminars, e-forums, etc.) 
by distance. All events will be recorded and publicized in the 
Network's website;
2) Researchers’ mobility and competence exchange.

• Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University (as the initiator and the 
coordinator of RENET) has long-term experience in four areas of 
doctoral studies: education, philology, economics and 
management. Research is carried out in 6 areas (social sciences, 
humanities, biomedical sciences, physical sciences, 
technological sciences and arts) in Siauliai Academy. We are 
open to cooperate in all of them.





Activities of RENET
1. Open seminars, 

2. Open lectures, 

3. International conferences, 

pre-conferences, 

4. Doctoral seminars, 

5. E-forums,

6. Videos of events.

1. Publishing possibilities,

2. Project possibilities,

3. Invitations to conferences,

4. Employment possibilities,

5. Editorial boards’ possibilities,

6. Networking (internships, visits, 

research teams, etc.)

Information about it in the RENET webpage: 

https://atviri.emokymai.vu.lt/course/view.php?id=126

Videos of RENET events: Youtube channel RENET Vilnius University, Šiauliai 

Academy https://youtube.com/@renetvilniusuniversitysiau2425

https://atviri.emokymai.vu.lt/course/view.php?id=126
https://youtube.com/@renetvilniusuniversitysiau2425




Members of RENET represents

27 countries, 55 institutions

RENET has started from representatives in 
10 countries and 14 institutions



Benefits of RENET 
membership

 Sharing of ideas, insights and

expertise during events.

 Possibility to save time and resources

and to be the part of international

scientific events.

 Possibilities for internships, common

projects’ applications, trainings.

 Information about publishing

possibilities and membership in

editorial board.

 Networking, partnership, friendship.



• How to apply 
for the 
membership:

• Application 
form 
(individual, 
institutional)

• https://atviri.
emokymai.vu.lt/
course/view.php
?id=126

https://atviri.emokymai.vu.lt/course/view.php?id=126


• RENET Coordination Committee

• VU Šiauliai Academy

• Vytauto str. 84 

• LT-76351 Šiauliai

• Lithuania

• competence.network@gmail.com

Contacts


